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at will. As regards the country of Kamarupa,
though it is not mentioned in the epics, which include
it in Pragjyotisa, Kalidasa names it (Rag&uv., IV, 84);
in the time of Haraa Slladitya, it was a first class state
in Indian politics, and had relation with China. Owing
specially to Tantrikism Kamarupa has enjoyed a durable
popularity; this is a pitha, a sacred place, where
one of the relics of the Devi was adored. The Yoginltantra,
patala XI (quoted in Ep. Ind., XII, 68) traces the frontier
of KSmarupa thus :
Nepalasya    Kaftcanadrim  Brahmapntrasi/a  samgamam
Karatoyam samarabkya yavad Dikaravasinlm
nttarasyam Kanjagirih Karatoya tu pascime
tirthasrestha Diksvna&l purvasyam Girikanyake
daksine Bralimaputra&ya Laksayah samgamavadfii
Ramarupa Hi khyaiah sarvasastresu nizcilah
" From the mountain Kancana in Nepal up to the
confluence of the Brahmaputia, from the Karatoya to
Dikkara-Vasinl, the northern limit is the mount Kanja ;
in the west the Karatoya, in the east the Diksu (Oh,
daughter of the mountains), in the south the confluence
of the Laksa with the Brahmaputra; this is the
territory which all the treatises call by the name of
Kamarupa."
The official nomenclature still continues to designate
the western part of Assam by the name of Kamrup. But,
in the religious sense, Kamarupa also includes Bhutan,
Kuch Behar and Rangpur. The temple of Kamakhya,
near Gauhati, is considered to be the mystical centre. It
is a mountainous region where one finds all the dialects of
India : of Aryan, Munda, Tibeto-Burman, and Mon-
Khmer families. At the time of Hiuan-tsang's visit
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